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Call for Volunteers — West Coast
Exchange 2026

Korea Risk Group is recruiting university student volunteers to help run our flagship
gathering of the global Korean Peninsula professional community.

About the Organizer: Korea Risk Group

Korea Risk Group (KRG) is a specialist analysis and media group focused on the Korean
Peninsula, operating NK News, NK Pro, and Korea Pro. NK News is one of the world's
most widely referenced English-language news outlets on North Korea, read by
policymakers, diplomats, researchers, and journalists globally. NK Pro is a premium
intelligence and analysis service on North Korea for government, institutional, and corporate
clients, while Korea Pro provides in-depth analysis on South Korean politics, economy, and
foreign affairs. The group was founded by Chad O'Carroll (CEO), and the renowned North
Korea scholar Dr. Andrei Lankov serves as Director.

West Coast Exchange 2026 is an invitation-only conference convened by KRG, bringing
together the global Korean Peninsula professional community — senior practitioners,
analysts, diplomats, and researchers — for two nights of off-the-record exchange. All
sessions are held under the Chatham House Rule, an internationally recognized convention
under which participants are free to use the information shared during the meeting, but may
not reveal the identity or affiliation of the speaker or any other participant. The rule is
designed to encourage candid discussion by ensuring that no one is held publicly
accountable for their remarks.

Dates September 17 (Thu) — 19 (Sat), 2026 - 2 nights, 3
days
Venue The Week& Resort, Incheon

Organizer Korea Risk Group (NK News / NK Pro / Korea Pro)

Roles & Responsibilities

1. Floating Interpretation Support
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Move through the venue assisting communication between Korean-only speakers/guests
and international attendees. This is not formal simultaneous interpretation for sessions —
rather, you'll help conversations flow naturally during meals, coffee breaks, and receptions,
supporting networking moments where language might otherwise become a barrier.

Requirements

Native-level Korean

Business-level English (familiarity with foreign affairs, security, and international
relations terminology is a plus)

Strong interpersonal skills — the confidence to approach and assist senior
professionals you've just met

2. Event Staffing Support

General operational support across the conference.

Responsibilities

Running the check-in desk and guiding attendees

Distributing name badges and program materials

Setting up session rooms and handling microphones

Escorting speakers and assisting with their schedules

Supporting meal and refreshment service

Assisting with the offsite visit to Aegibong Peace Observatory (Gimpo)
Other on-site operational support as needed

What We Provide

Full transportation reimbursement (including KTX and intercity bus for volunteers
based outside the capital region)

Accommodation — 2 nights at The Week& Resort

All meals during the conference (breakfast, lunch, dinner)

Direct exposure to the global Korean Peninsula expert network

Certificate of volunteer service

Eligibility

Currently enrolled undergraduate or graduate students at a Korean university
(including those on leave of absence)

Available for the full 3-day program on September 17-19, 2026, and able to
attend a pre-event orientation. *Attendance at the pre-event orientation is
mandatory — failure to attend may result in disqualification.
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e Demonstrated interest in North Korea, the Korean Peninsula, Northeast Asian affairs,
foreign policy, or security studies preferred

e Willingness to sign an NDA covering attendee and speaker information, given the
sensitive nature of the event

How to Apply

Please send the following to jobs@nknews.org:
1. Resume (English) — One-page English CV
2. Self-ntroduction Video

e Length: Up to 4 minutes (must film in Korean for 2 minutes and in English for 2
minutes)

e Content: Tell us why you want to be part of this event and what draws you to North
Korea and Korean Peninsula affairs. We're less interested in a standard introduction
— we want to understand why you are the right fit for this role and this community.

e Format: MP4 file attached (Google Drive link is acceptable if the file is large)

3. Email Subject Line: Please use the format [WCE volunteer application] - Full Name
(e.g., [WCE volunteer application] - Minji Kim)

4. Selection Schedule

e Application Deadline: Tuesday, June 30, 2026, 12:00 KST
e Selection Announcement: Mid-July 2026
o Selected candidates will be contacted individually.
o A brief video interview to review Korean-English interpretation capabilities
may follow.
e Pre-Event Orientation: August 2026 (Seoul, details to follow)

5. Privacy Notice: Materials submitted will be used solely for volunteer selection purposes
and will be securely disposed of within a designated period after the selection process, in
accordance with applicable laws.

Inquiries: jobs@nknews.org
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